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Part I Total Crime

August
2015

A 19% decline in total incidents when comparing the last two months, July 

versus August, sparked a decrease in the rate of serious crime in Cambridge 

from 12% for the first seven months of the year down to 7% for the time period 

between January 1st and August 31st of 2015.

Further analysis of the crime totals for the first eight months of this year 

indicates that violent crimes recorded a 2% decrease with three fewer incidents 

below the same time period in 2014, while property crimes have edged upward 

8% with 132 additional incidents reported when compared with last yearôs 

numbers.

The property crimes of burglary and larceny are the key indicators and the 

driving forces behind the upturn in crime numbers this year. The index crime of 

burglary has increased 50% and a 3% incline for larceny has been registered.

The surge in burglary this year should be tempered by the fact that the 2014 

totals for this property crime in Cambridge were at their lowest point in over 50 

years.

7/7 - 8/3 8/4 - 8/31 Change 2014 2015 Change Avg Change

Total Violent Crime 23 21 -9% 190 187 -2% 233 -20%

Total Property Crime 254 203 -20% 1573 1705 8% 1842 -7%

Total Part I Crime 277 224 -19% 1763 1892 7% 2075 -9%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year
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Part I Property Crime
Analysis of property crime totals for the first eight months of 2015 indicates an 8% increase 

when measured against the 2014 totals and a 7% drop below the 5-year average. One of the 

more significant statistics for this year is the 109% increase in the commercial burglary 

category. This sudden increase in commercial breaks may be part of a regional trend that 

emerged early in 2015. This trend appears to be reversing after declines of 57%, 43%, and 

50% in commercial burglaries were recorded for the summer months of June, July, and 

August. The warm weather months typically are plagued with numerous larceny from motor 

vehicle and larceny from the person series. There were zero patterns for these crimes 

identified in Cambridge during the Summer of 2015. Both of these crime types registered 

significant percentage declines below their 5-year averages.

7/7 - 8/3 8/4 - 8/31 Change 2014 2015 Change Avg Change

Burglary 50 39 -22% 192 288 50% 262 10%

Commercial Break 6 3 -50% 34 71 109% 44 61%

Housebreak 44 36 -18% 158 217 37% 218 0%

Larceny 191 153 -20% 1293 1333 3% 1492 -11%

Larceny (Misc) 1 3 200% 22 32 45% 21 52%

Larceny from Building 29 24 -17% 236 239 1% 251 -5%

Larceny from MV 34 24 -29% 290 297 2% 373 -20%

Larceny from Person 16 9 -44% 139 112 -19% 200 -44%

Larceny from Residence 17 16 -6% 129 163 26% 129 26%

Larceny of Bicycle 69 52 -25% 228 250 10% 251 0%

Larceny of Plate 0 3 IN-CALC 19 18 -5% 22 -18%

Larceny of Services 2 1 -50% 8 9 13% 12 -25%

Shoplifting 23 21 -9% 222 213 -4% 234 -9%

Auto Theft 13 11 -15% 88 84 -5% 88 -5%

Total Property Crime 254 203 -20% 1573 1705 8% 1842 -7%

Year to Date4 Week Snapshot Five Year

August
2015
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Part I Violent Crime

7/7 - 8/3 8/4 - 8/31 Change 2014 2015 Change Avg Change

Homicide 0 1 IN-CALC 2 2 0% 2 0%

Rape 5 0 -100% 22 20 -9% 20 0%

Robbery 2 7 250% 49 52 6% 71 -27%

Commercial Robbery 1 6 500% 20 18 -10% 18 0%

Street Robbery 1 1 0% 29 34 17% 54 -37%

Aggravated Assault 16 13 -19% 117 113 -3% 140 -19%

Total Violent Crime 23 21 -9% 190 187 -2% 233 -20%

4 Week Snapshot Year to Date Five Year

The projected five-year weighted average for violent crime in Cambridge for the first eight

months of 2015 is 233 incidents. Through August 31st of this year, there were 187 violent

crimes reported in the City, 46 serious violent crimes under the total forecasted for this

period (-20%) and 3 crimes below the same time frame last year (-2%).

There have been five additional street robberies reported in Cambridge this year when

compared with the same time frame in 2014, to post a 17% increase. However, in the past

two months, only two street robberies has been reported in the City, an exceptionally low

total for the warm weather months. The 5-year average for street robbery in Cambridge for

the first eight months of the year is 54 incidents. Thus far in 2015, 34 incidents have been

reported, which indicates a 37% decrease below the projected total. The street robbery total

in 2014 was the lowest in Cambridge in 50 years.

A Medford man was arrested on August 21st and charged with murder in connection with

the second homicide of the year in Cambridge, the shooting of Rasaun Nichols, who was

struck by gunshots while departing Newtowne Court on the night of August 12th.

.

August
2015
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Percent Change*
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year

*IN -CAL: Percentages are not calculated for numbers so small as to 
present a statistically misleading percentage.
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ǒOn Wednesday, August 12, at approximately 8:41 
p.m., shots were fired in the vicinity of 119 
Windsor Street in Cambridge. Rasaun Nichols, 
31, of Cambridge, was struck by gunshots while 
in a vehicle that was departing Newtowne 
Court. Unsuccessful attempts were made to save 
Mr. Nichols. This incident was the second 
homicide of 2015 in Cambridge.

On August 24th, Middlesex District Attorney 
Marian Ryan and Cambridge Police 
Commissioner Robert Haas announced that 
Roosselin Altidor, 25, of Medford was arraigned in 
Cambridge District Court on a charge of murder 
in connection with a homicide in Cambridge on 
Wednesday, August 12. Altidor was held without 
bail. The next court hearing in this case for 
Friday, September 18th.

ǒOn April 14th, 2015, Carlos D. Colina was 
arraigned in Middlesex District Court and was 
charged with the murder of Jonathan Camilien, 
26, of Somerville. This was the first murder of 
2015 in Cambridge. 

Colina was indicted in Superior Court on June 
11th, 2015, on charges of murder and improper 
disposal of human remains after the 
dismembered body of a 26-year-old man, 
Jonathan Camilien of Somerville, was found in 
Kendall Square in April.

5 Year Average

August
2015
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August
2015

September 18, 1999, Mass Ave

Colin Burton, 30, of Dorchester, was shot and killed 

outside of Hi - Fi Pizza on Mass Ave in Central Square on 

September 18th, 1999. Burton was talking with the 

occupants of a Ford Explorer when the subject in the 

passenger seat fired through the window. Two suspects 

fled the scene. The case remains under active 

investigation.

April 5, 2002, Mass Ave

Ian Gray,19, of Mattapan, was in an argument outside of 

the Rhythm & Spice restaurant that spilled out onto Mass 

Ave. A suspect that had left the scene returned with a 

group of people and a fight ensued. A knife was produced  

during the altercation and four gunshots were fired, fatally 

wounding Gray. This case remains open.

*Anyone with information about these crimes is asked to contact CPD at 617-349-3370.*

On June 17th, 2002 at 7:00PM, Ricardo Williams, 27, of 

Malden, was found in the driverôs seat of a motor vehicle 

suffering from a gunshot wound to his face. Williams was 

taken to CCH where he was pronounced dead. This case 

remains open.
June 17, 2002, Windsor St.

http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/02/15/72.jpg
http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/02/15/72.jpg
http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/03/08/07.jpg
http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/03/08/07.jpg
http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/02/79/65.jpg
http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/02/79/65.jpg
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June 16, 2009, Rindge Ave

Jason Ellcock, 33, of Malden, formerly of Cambridge and father 

of three, was found with multiple gunshot wounds in front of the 

driveway to 364 Rindge Ave at 3:05 AM on the night of June 

16th, 2009. He was pronounced dead at the scene. This incident 

remains under investigation.

March 12, 2011, Brookline St.

James Lauture, 30, of Cambridge, was sitting in a vehicle near 

Brookline and Watson Streets just after midnight on Saturday, 

March 12th, 2011, when an unknown gunman opened fire. The 

occupants in the car were able to drive to Central Square. 

Lauture died from multiple gunshot wounds. The other man in 

the vehicle survived. This case remains open. 

*Anyone with information about these crimes is asked to contact CPD at 617-349-3370.*

On June 3rd, 2012, Charlene Holmes, 16, of Cambridge, was 

shot while sitting on a porch on Willow St. She later succumbed 

to her wounds at the hospital. The investigation into this incident 

remains active, but no arrests have been made to date.

June 3, 2012, Willow St

August
2015

On July 3rd, 2014, at 10:00 PM, Kensley David, 22, suffered a 

single gunshot wound to the head while on Windsor Street. 

Investigators believe that the incident was not random. This case 

remains under investigation
July 3, 2014, Windsor Street.

http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/03/51/82.jpg
http://www.cambridgema.gov/visionpicture/03/51/82.jpg
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Percent Change*
Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average

* IN -CAL: Percentages are not calculated for numbers so small as to present a 
statistically misleading percentage.
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-9%

ÅThere were 20 rapes reported in Cambridge during the 

first eight months of 2015, two fewer than the 22 

incidents that were reported between January and 

August 31 of 2014. 

ÅThere was a blitz attack reported on 7/24/15 in the 

early morning. A woman reported that she was the 

victim of an attempted sexual assault on Fayerweather 

St near Ivy St. She was walking home from a friend's 

house alone. The victim was able to fend off the 

attacker and the suspect fled the area. The description 

of the suspect is a Hispanic male in his early 20's, 5'8ñ, 

dark brown/black hair, wearing shorts and a short 

sleeve button down shirt. Cambridge Police 

Department detectives are actively investigating this 
incident. A citywide alert was issued in response to this 

incident. 

ÅThe second stranger-to-stranger rape of 2014 was 

reported in December, resulting in the arrest of 

Alejandro Done, 46, of Boston, who was charged with 

assault to rape, kidnapping, and assault and battery. 

On July 14, 2015, the Suffolk County District Attorney, 

State Police, and Boston Police announced that they 

would be obtaining warrants also charging Done with 

rape in connection with a series of sexual assaults on 

the Esplanade and in South Boston between 2006 and 

2010, thanks to a DNA match connecting these 

Boston incidents to the Cambridge one. Done is 

currently held without bail pending trial in Middlesex 

County for the Cambridge sexual assault.

-100%

August
2015

0%
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Percent Change

Last 4 Weeks Previous Year 5 Year Average

-19%
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ÅWhen comparing the total of aggravated assaults for the 

first eight months of 2015 with the same time frame last 

year, there has been a slight dip of 3% reported, with 4 

fewer incidents. The total of 113 aggravated assaults was 

27 incidents (-19%) under the 5-year average of 140 

crimes for the time period of January 1st to August 31st .

ÅThe suspect from the Porter Square stabbing that took 

place between two homeless individuals in May was 

arrested on 7/21/15 in Boston. 

ÅAggravated Assaults dropped from 16 incidents in July 

down to 13 reported crimes (-19%) in August.

ÅDomestic assaults, which typically make up around 40% 

of the aggravated assault total in Cambridge, are only 

accounting for 31% of the total thus far in 2015.

ÅThere has been a series of indecent assaults in and 

around the periphery of Harvard Square over the past 3 

weeks. See the following slide for a complete review.

Classification of Top Categories: 1.1.15 to 8.31.15

Type Number

Domestic 35

Unprovoked 21

Homeless 20

-3%

August
2015

-19%
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Indecent Assault at Weld Boat 
House - 8.18.15, 2AM �t white 
male on bike

Indecent Assault �t Harvard 
Square �t 7.29.15, 2PM
Hispanic male, 30, facial hair

Indecent Assault �t 7.20.15, 
9PM �t Heavy set, black male

Indecent Assault - 8.28.15, 7:35PM
Coop �t Black male, not homeless - grabbed 
buttocks

Indecent Assault -
8.26.15, 10:15PM 
Black male, stocky, 
bald - grabbed breast

Indecent Assault -
8.14.15, 10:30PM
White male, 40, on bike 
�t grabbed buttocks

Indecent Assault -
8.6.15, 2:40PM -
Lesley library

Indecent Assault -
Ronald Cattouse 
Arrest 8.30.15, 
7:00PM

Indecent Assault �t
8.31.15, 8:20PM
Black male - tall - laughed
Slapped buttocks

Indecent Assault - 8.31.15, 12:15AM
Unreported incident �t white male, 35, 
touched victim below breast

Over the past three weeks, there has been a series of indecent assaults in and on the periphery of 

Harvard Sq. Due to the disparate suspect descriptions and times of the incidents, it is hard to 

distinguish which of the crimes are related. There has been one arrest and CPD issued a citywide 

alert on 9.1.15 when Ronald Cattouse was arrested for an incident at Mass & Peabody. Since mid-

July, there have been 3 incidents north of Harvard Sq between Radcliff and Lesley with similar 

suspect descriptions and victim types. All of these assaults (green arrows on Map) have been 

between 8-10pm. Incidents were 7/20, 8/26, and 8/31. 


